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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–14 Edition) § 131.930 

§ 131.930 Display of stability letter. 

If the Coast Guard issues a stability 
letter under § 170.120 of this chapter, 
the letter must be readily available to 
the person on watch in the pilothouse 
of the vessel. 

§ 131.935 Prevention of oil pollution. 

Each vessel must be operated in com-
pliance with— 

(a) Section 311 of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act, as amended (33 
U.S.C. 1321); and 

(b) 33 CFR parts 151, 155, and 156. 

§ 131.940 Marine sanitation device. 

Each vessel with installed toilet fa-
cilities must have a marine sanitation 
device in compliance with 33 CFR part 
159. 

§ 131.945 Display of plans. 

Each vessel must have a permanently 
exhibited, for the guidance of the mas-
ter and crew members, general ar-
rangement plans showing, for each 
deck, the various fire-retardant bulk-
heads together with particulars of 
the— 

(a) Fire-detection systems; 
(b) Manual-alarm systems; 
(c) Fire-extinguishing systems; 
(d) Fire doors; 
(e) Means of ingress to the different 

compartments; and 
(f) Ventilating-systems, including 

the— 
(1) Positions of the dampers; 
(2) Site of the remote means of stop-

ping the fans; and 
(3) Identification of the fans serving 

each section. 

§ 131.950 Placard on lifesaving signals 
and helicopter recovery. 

(a) Each vessel must have readily 
available to the person on watch in the 
pilothouse a placard (Form CG–811) 
containing instructions— 

(1) For the use of lifesaving signals 
set forth in Regulation 16, Chapter V, 
of SOLAS 74/83; and 

(2) In helicopter recovery. 
(b) The signals must be employed by 

vessels or persons in distress when 
communicating with lifesaving sta-
tions and maritime rescue units. 

§ 131.955 Display of merchant mariner 
credential. 

Each officer on a vessel must con-
spicuously display his or her license or 
officer endorsements as required by 46 
U.S.C. 7110. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11266, Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 131.960 Use of auto-pilot. 
When the automatic pilot is used in 

areas of high traffic density, conditions 
of restricted visibility, or any other 
hazardous navigational situations, the 
master shall ensure that— 

(a) It is possible to immediately es-
tablish manual control of the vessel’s 
steering; 

(b) A competent person is ready at all 
times to take over steering control; 
and 

(c) The changeover from automatic 
to manual control of the vessel’s steer-
ing and the reverse is made by, or 
under the supervision of, the master or 
officer of the watch. 

§ 131.965 Sounding of whistle. 
No vessel may sound its whistle with-

in any harbor limits of the United 
States unless it needs to. 

§ 131.970 Unauthorized lighting. 
No master of a vessel may authorize 

or permit the vessel’s carrying of any 
lighting not required by law that will 
interfere in any way with any other 
vessel’s ability to distinguish the ves-
sel’s navigation lighting. 

§ 131.975 Searchlights. 
No person may flash, or cause to be 

flashed, the rays of a searchlight or 
other blinding light onto the bridge or 
into the pilothouse of any vessel, OSV 
or other, under way. 

§ 131.980 Lookouts and watches. 
Nothing in this part exonerates any 

master or officer of the watch from the 
consequences of any neglect to keep a 
proper lookout or to maintain a proper 
fire watch, or of any neglect of any pre-
caution that may be required by the 
ordinary practice of seamen, by general 
prudence, or by the special cir-
cumstances of the case. Each master 
shall set added watches when necessary 
to guard against fire or other danger 
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and to give an alarm in case of acci-
dent or disaster. 

§ 131.990 Maneuvering characteristics. 

This section applies to OSVs of at 
least 6,000 GT ITC (500 GRT if GT ITC 
is not assigned). 

(a) The following maneuvering infor-
mation must be prominently displayed 
in the pilothouse on a fact sheet: 

(1) For full and half speed, a turning 
circle diagram to port and starboard 
that shows the time and the distance of 
advance and transfer required to alter 
the course 90 degrees with maximum 
rudder angle and constant power set-
tings. 

(2) The time and distance to stop the 
vessel from full and half speed while 
maintaining approximately the initial 
heading with minimum application of 
rudder. 

(3) For each vessel with a fixed pro-
peller, a table of shaft revolutions per 
minute for a representative range of 
speeds. 

(4) For each vessel with a control-
lable pitch propeller, a table of control 
settings or a representative range of 
speeds. 

(5) For each vessel that is fitted with 
an auxiliary device to assist in maneu-
vering, such as a bow thruster, a table 
of vessel speeds at which the auxiliary 
device is effective in maneuvering the 
vessel. 

(b) The maneuvering information 
must be provided in the normal load 
and normal light condition with nor-
mal trim for a particular condition of 
loading, assuming the following: 

(1) Calm weather—wind 10 knots or 
less, calm sea. 

(2) No current. 
(3) Deep water conditions—water 

depth twice the vessel’s draft or more. 
(4) Clean hull. 
(c) At the bottom of the fact sheet, 

the following statement must appear: 
(1) Warning, the response of the 

[NAME OF THE VESSEL] may be dif-
ferent from those listed above if any of 
the following conditions, upon which 
the maneuvering information is based, 
are varied: 

(i) Calm weather—wind 10 knots or 
less, calm sea. 

(ii) No current. 

(iii) Deep water conditions—water 
depth twice the vessel’s draft or more. 

(iv) Clean hull. 
(v) Intermediate drafts or unusual 

trim. 
(d) The information on the fact sheet 

must be— 
(1) Verified 6 months after the vessel 

is placed into service; or 
(2) Modified 6 months after the vessel 

is placed into service and verified with-
in 3 months thereafter. 

(e) The information that appears on 
the fact sheet may be obtained from— 

(1) Trial trip observations; 
(2) Model tests; 
(3) Analytical calculations; 
(4) Simulations; 
(5) Information established from an-

other vessel of similar hull form, 
power, rudder and propeller; or 

(6) Any combination of the above. 
(f) The accuracy of the information 

on the fact sheet must be at a level 
comparable with that attainable by or-
dinary shipboard navigation equip-
ment. 

(g) The requirements for information 
for fact sheets for specialized craft, 
such as semi-submersibles and other 
vessels of unusual design, will be speci-
fied on a case-by-case basis. 

[USCG–2012–0208, 79 FR 48937, Aug. 18, 2014] 

PART 132—FIRE-PROTECTION 
EQUIPMENT 

Subpart A—General Provisions; Fire Main 

Sec. 
132.100 General; preemptive effect. 
132.110 Piping. 
132.120 Fire pumps. 
132.130 Fire stations. 

Subpart B—Portable and Semiportable Fire 
Extinguishers 

132.200 General. 
132.210 Classification. 
132.220 Installation. 
132.230 Spare charges. 
132.240 Stowage of semiportable fire extin-

guishers. 

Subpart C—Miscellaneous 

132.310 Fixed fire-extinguishing systems for 
paint lockers. 

132.320 Helicopter-landing decks. 
132.330 Fire monitors. 
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